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NATUREBANK TOURISM INITIATIVE 

Statement by Minister for Tourism 

DR E. CONSTABLE (Churchlands — Minister for Tourism) [9.09 am]: Last week in Broome, my 
parliamentary colleague Hon Donna Faragher, MLC, Minister for Environment, and I launched the Naturebank 
initiative and announced the outcomes of the review of nature-based tourism.  

Naturebank works by identifying sites for low-impact visitor accommodation within Department of Environment 
and Conservation-managed protected areas and undertaking the due diligence required to make a site ready for 
release. Naturebank is a new approach to tourism development in protected areas as it recognises the intrinsic 
differences between urban-based development and a remote nature-based development in a unique and fragile 
area. 

Expressions of interest to develop the first site at Kurrajong within the World Heritage-listed Purnululu National 
Park will be released later this year. When developed, this site will provide environmentally and culturally 
sustainable visitor accommodation and activities. Visitor accommodation facilities will need to abide by strict 
sustainability principles. Naturebank is not about the development of large resorts and will not lead to 
unmanaged access to our highly valued environmental assets. This is about small-scale, low-impact visitor 
accommodation that will help tourism in this state demonstrate its green credentials. Naturebank will deliver 
first-class nature-based tourism experiences for visitors, heightening their understanding and appreciation of our 
natural and cultural environment.  

Naturebank projects will help to stimulate regional economies. They will take employment and enterprise 
opportunities to remote parts of Western Australia, including the prospects of sustainable social and economic 
benefits for Aboriginal communities. The second element to last week’s launch was the announcement of wide-
ranging reforms to the way nature-based tourism is managed in this state. Nature-based tourism is a major 
platform for the state’s tourism industry. In fact, a 2007-08 visitor satisfaction survey showed overwhelmingly 
that people thought WA was an ideal place to have a nature-based tourism experience. Given this demand, we 
have a responsibility to ensure that our precious natural assets are protected and nurtured for the long-term 
benefit of all.  

A review of nature-based tourism conducted by the Department of Environment and Conservation and Tourism 
WA examined the roles and relationships between the industry and government agencies, and is an attempt to 
build a stronger, more sustainable nature-based tourism industry. As part of the reforms, there will be an 
emphasis on accreditation of operators and changes to current lease and licensing terms for commercial tour 
operators to offer greater certainty and flexibility, while ensuring a commitment to a higher level of 
environmental performance. 

WA’s national parks and conservation areas require careful management to ensure they retain their appeal, while 
providing services our visitors expect. The new recommendations will mean that places like the Pinnacles, 
Purnululu and Ningaloo Reef can continue to be enjoyed by thousands of visitors each year, while retaining their 
environmental and cultural heritage. 
 


